Navigating the Ethics of Al in
College Assignments

This guide aims to provide college students with a clear understanding of the ethical considerations surrounding the use of artificial
intelligence (AI) in completing written assignments. It will explore the various ways Al can be utilized, the potential pitfalls of misuse, and the
importance of responsible and transparent practices. This guide will help students make informed decisions about Al use in their academic
work while upholding academic integrity and ethical standards.

Students should familiarize themselves with the Al Policy in the DACC Student Handbook as well as the policies for their individual classes.
Since the DACC general policy is that instructors get to decide what is and is not ethical use of Al for their classes, and the fact that some
instructors might have different expectations for different classes or assignments, it is vitally important that students understand the policies
for their particular classes before using any generative Al programs to assist them with their assignments. These are the policies that will
guide what happens should a student be accused of using AI unethically.
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Defining the Scope: What Constitutes a
Written Assignment?

The term "written assignment" encompasses a wide range of tasks assigned by college instructors. This could
include essays, research papers, reports, case studies, presentations, and even creative writing projects. It's crucial
to understand that the ethical considerations surrounding AI use apply to all these forms of written work.

o [Essays

« Research Papers
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The ethical considerations surrounding Al use apply to all these forms of written work, so it's important to be
aware of these guidelines when completing any assignment.



Understanding the Role of Al in Academic
Work

Al tools, particularly language models like ChatGPT, have become increasingly sophisticated and are capable of
generating human-like text. They can assist with various aspects of writing, such as:

« Research: Finding relevant information, summarizing sources, and generating bibliographies.
« Writing: Drafting paragraphs, outlining ideas, and refining sentence structure.
« Proofreading: Identifying grammatical errors, typos, and stylistic inconsistencies.

« Formatting: Ensuring consistent formatting, citations, and references.

While AI can be a helpful tool, it's important to use it responsibly and ethically to avoid academic misconduct.



Ethical Considerations: When is Al Use
Appropriate?
The ethicality of Al use in academic work depends largely on the nature of the assignment and the specific tasks

Al is used for. A good rule of thumb is to consider whether the Al tool is being used as a tool for learning and
development or as a substitute for genuine student work.

Acceptable Unacceptable

Using Al to refine a draft, improve sentence Submitting an Al-generated essay or research
structure, or generate bibliography entries can paper as your own work without significant revision
enhance your writing without compromising the and reflection is a serious breach of academic
originality and authenticity of your work. integrity and plagiarism.

Ultimately, the decision of whether or not to use Al in a particular assignment should be based on a careful
evaluation of the task's requirements, the instructor's expectations, and your own ethical principles.



Unethical Scenarios: Plagiarism and
Misrepresentation

There are several unethical scenarios that can arise when using Al in academic work. It's crucial to understand
these scenarios and avoid them at all costs:

« Submitting Al-generated text as your own original work, without acknowledging the Al's contribution. This is
a clear case of plagiarism and can have serious consequences, including failing the assignment, suspension, or
expulsion from the institution.

« Misrepresenting the extent of your own work by claiming to have written something that was primarily
generated by Al This can also be considered plagiarism and can result in serious academic sanctions.

« Using Al to generate content for an assignment that specifically prohibits Al use. This demonstrates a
disregard for the instructor's guidelines and can result in a poor grade or even a failing grade on the
assignment.

Remember, academic integrity is paramount, and Al use should never be a substitute for your own critical
thinking, research, and writing.



Permitted Al Use: Research, Proofreading,
and Formatting

While submitting AI-generated text as your own work is unethical, AI can be a valuable tool for supporting your
academic work in several ways:

« Research: Al tools can help you find relevant information, summarize sources, and generate bibliographies. You
can use Al to speed up the research process and ensure that your sources are accurately cited.

« Proofreading: Al tools can help you identify grammatical errors, typos, and stylistic inconsistencies. These
tools can be particularly helpful for students who are not native English speakers or who struggle with
grammar and punctuation.

« Formatting: Al tools can help you format your assignments according to specific guidelines. This can save you
time and effort and ensure that your work is presented in a professional manner.

It's important to note that Al tools should be used as a supplement to your own work, not a replacement for it.
You should always review and edit the output of Al tools to ensure that it is accurate, clear, and consistent with

your own academic voice.



Seeking Guidance: Communicating with
Instructors

If you are unsure about the ethical implications of using Al in a specific assignment, it is always best to err on the
side of caution and consult with your instructor. Open and honest communication with your instructor is essential
to ensure that you are using Al responsibly and upholding academic integrity.

« Ask your instructor about their specific policies regarding Al use in assignments. Some instructors may be
open to the use of Al for specific tasks, while others may prohibit it altogether.

« Be transparent about any use of Al tools in your assignments. If you use Al for research, proofreading, or
formatting, make sure to acknowledge its contribution and explain how it was used.

« Explain how Al use is helping you learn and develop your skills. Show your instructor that you are using Al
responsibly and ethically to enhance your academic work.

By engaging in open and honest communication with your instructors, you can ensure that you are using Al in a
way that is both ethical and beneficial to your academic success.



Conclusion: Responsible Al Use for
Student Success

Al has the potential to revolutionize how we learn and create. However, it's essential to approach Al use in
academic work with caution and responsibility. By understanding the ethical considerations and best practices
outlined in this guide, you can leverage Al as a valuable tool to enhance your academic performance while
upholding academic integrity and ethical standards. Remember, the goal is to use Al to augment your learning
and development, not to replace it.

As AI continues to evolve, it is crucial for students to stay informed about ethical guidelines and best practices.
This guide is a starting point for navigating the complex world of Al use in academic work. By embracing
responsible Al practices, you can contribute to a more ethical and equitable learning environment.



