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Mission Statement
Danville Area Community College is committed to providing quality, innovative, and accessible learning experiences that meet the 

lifelong academic, cultural, and economic needs of our diverse communities and the world we share.

Plain Brown Rapper

continue on the next page --->

Danville Area Community College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its programs and activities. Inquiries may be directed Jill A. Cranmore, 
Director, Human Resources, Affirmative Action officer, Title IX Coordinator, and Section 504/ADA Coordinator, Danville Area Community College, 2000 E. Main St., Martin Luther King Memorial Way, Danville, IL 

61832-5199, 217-443-8756, or jcranmore@dacc.edu.

The Vaccine Plan
If you’re looking forward to receiving a COVID 
vaccine, get ready to roll up your sleeves.

According to Melissa Rome of the Vermilion County 
Health Department, we may soon be scheduling 
vaccinations for DACC’s 200 full-time and 150 
part-time employees.

Our region has the Moderna vaccine, which can be 
stored in an ordinary refrigerator for up to 30 days 
and at room temperature for 12 hours. The initial 
“priming” shot is followed 28 days later by a booster 
shot.

Public schools in Rossville and Hoopeston have 
already begun scheduling employees for the priming 
shot. The providers in the northern part of the County 
are Carle and Gibson Health.

For DACC employees—including Hoopeston Learn-
ing Center employees—we’ll be receiving the vaccine 
from OSF Healthcare and VCHD. With the initial 
group of healthcare workers in our region already 
having received their priming shot, we educators are 
among the group that is next in line.

Once we receive the official word from VCHD, we’ll 
be able to register for specific times to receive the 
vaccine. All DACC full- and part-time employees are 
eligible for the vaccine, regardless of where they live

DACC employees will not be required to undergo 
inoculation. But as President Nacco says, “All of us 
ought to become familiar enough with the vaccine so 
that we’re making an informed decision as to whether 
we choose to receive it.”

Ms. Rome has provided the following URL 
(https://vchd.org/covid-19/) to DACC’s Human 
Resources Department. Along with an overview 
about the vaccine, the Web page has links to two 
forms that employees will need to fill out prior to 
being scheduled for a vaccination. One is a consent 
form for “Notice of Privacy Practices.” The other, 
more-detailed form asks a number of questions that 
will help determine whether someone may be at risk 
of experiencing adverse side effects from the vaccine. 
As Ms. Rome says, “Those who are at risk may still 
receive the vaccine, but with a doctor’s note that gives 
consent.”

The vaccine doesn’t contain any active or dead virus. 
As Ms. Rome says, “It teaches your body how to 
fight COVID” and adds that “immunologists have 
determined that side effects like headaches and 
fatigue may be due to a person’s immune system 
kicking into gear.”

To guard against any adverse reaction, people 
receiving either the first or second shot need to 
remain under the observation of emergency-medical-
services personnel for at least 15 minutes. Those in the 
at-risk category need to be observed for 30 minutes.

VCHD is working with DACC Director of Nursing 
Susan Koss to determine whether the College can 
support this effort as a vaccine-distribution site.

One sobering note about the vaccine is that the 
Moderna COVID-19 vaccine is considered safe only 
for people age 18 and up. Ms. Rome estimates that 
we may be a year away from seeing a vaccine for 
children.
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2021-2022 Foundation 
Scholarship Applicatiton
Foundation 2021-2022 Scholarship Applications 
available until 5PM on March 8, 2021. The application 
is online at www.dacc.edu. It can be found by 
clicking on the Application for Admissions page, 
the Foundation web page and any of the link below:

https://www.dacc.edu/foundation/scholarship

Moreover, the vast majority of our twenty-something 
students may be months away from being eligible 
to receive even a priming shot. Even after DACC 
employees have completed our booster shot, which 
would be sometime in March, we would still have to 
continue to wear masks and maintain social distanc-
ing, as per Health Department guidelines. As Ms. 
Rome points out, “Even after someone is vaccinated, 
we don’t know whether it’s possible for them to still 
be a carrier who can transmit the virus.”

We’ll keep you posted.

DACC Notes – January 2021
Country music artist Thomas Rhett penned the auto-
biographical Life Changes to illustrate the unexpected 
curveballs that life throws. One line from the chorus 
hit especially hard for me during 2020, “You never 
know what’s gonna (sic) happen. You make your 
plans and you hear God laughing.”

While I’m the first to take lemons and make lemon-
ade, the list of 2020 cancellations and disappointments 
-- from graduations to funerals -- was daunting. Even 
lemonade gets old when it’s the only option you’re 
given.

At Danville Area Community College we’ve learned 
that we can’t control the pandemic – yet – but we can 
mitigate the effects. With that in mind, we’re starting 
the Spring semester the way we ended the Fall semes-
ter, with lectures online and only hands-on technical 
classes, labs and clinical courses meeting in person.

We’ll reevaluate in mid-February in hopes of bringing 
the scheduled face-to-face classes back to campus. It 
will depend on the state of the pandemic at that time. 
In the meantime, those classes that were intended to 
meet on campus face-to-face will meet online in real 
time (synchronously) at their scheduled hour to pre-
serve the feeling of an in-person class. It will also help 
students set a schedule in anticipation of returning to 
campus before the semester ends.

Another new initiative in early design stages at the 
College is the Saturday Six Pack. Details are still being 
nailed down – including which classes will be offered 
and when (this semester) we’ll start them – but the 
concept is to take one class for 8 hours a day on six 
consecutive Saturdays.

The Saturday Six Pack will be a great alternative for 
working parents who are struggling to manage week-
day jobs alongside their kids’ varying school arrange-
ments. Even in a non-pandemic atmosphere, this Six 
Pack is tailor made for folks who are busy during the 
week. You can get a lot accomplished with a relatively 
short time commitment. Stay tuned for more informa-
tion as it becomes available.

Finally, we’re looking ahead to better days. The 
DACC Foundation scholarship application went live 
online Monday, January 4. You can find the applica-
tion link and a video tutorial for completion instruc-
tions at www.dacc.edu/scholarship. One completed 
application puts you in consideration for any of the 
more than 550 scholarships for which you qualify. 
The Foundation awarded more than $660,000 in schol-
arships for the 2020-2021 academic year, and new 
funds have been established since then. Current and 
prospective 2021-2022 students can’t afford to leave 
this money sitting on the table. Completed applica-
tions are due Monday, March 8.  

Don’t let these unprecedented events slow your roll. 
With the vaccine roll-out there’s light at the end of the 
tunnel. The College’s mission is to serve the commu-
nity and we will fulfill that mission under any circum-
stances. Happy New Year!

Lara Conklin
First Appeared Commercial News Sat., Jan. 9, 2021
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 The true meaning of Christmas Spirit is alive and 
well at Danville Area Community College despite 
the Coronavirus of 2020. Your generous toy, clothes, 
and money donations made Christmas possible for 
many families this year.  With your faithful support 
we touched lives truly needy of love and caring.  Once 
again we reached beyond the perimeters of DACC to 
offer hope and gifts of love to 19 children who live at 
Your Family Resource Connection (3rd Floor) Resi-
dential Homeless Program and whose ages range 
from 2 months to 16 years old. Each child received a 
toy and clothes gift.

WOW…you donated a record breaking amount of 
$1088.00 in this unprecedented COVID-19 year.  You 
still came through after each email to pick tags and 
then asked if we were expecting more.  Your dona-
tions provided gift bags for the twenty women (moth-
ers of our Operation Santa children or other women) 
residents of YFRC.  The festive gift bags contained 
fuzzy slipper socks, warm gloves, lip balms, hand 
lotions, toothbrushes, tooth paste, candy, body wash 
gels and shower puffs plus individual personal care 
items.

This year we are grateful we had no one “of our own” 
DACC employees.

The remainder of your donated monies gave us the 
ability to make donations to three local social services 
agencies which currently provide assistance to or have 
been the residence of some of our students, staff and 
our community.  The Salvation Army, YFRC (2nd 
Floor) Domestic Violence Shelter and our local Men’s 
Homeless Center each shared the awesome $1000.00 
contribution.

We eagerly distributed every dollar so Operation 
Santa 2021 will start with a zero balance.

Doing our part, which allows those parents who have 
fallen on hard times the ability to provide Christmas 
magic for their families, seemed so acutely poignant 
this time. Our co-workers, DACC retirees and com-
munity members are such compassionate, generous 
people who gave from their hearts! You answered the 
call time and time again. Whether you donated toys, 
clothes, money, personal care items or your time . . . 
we thank you. Our hearts are touched once again by 
the joyful faces, big hugs and heart-felt remarks when 
we delivered your donated gifts. “Tell everyone who 
is involved that I am so thankful; this is truly a bless-

ing” stated one of the recipients of your blessings. 
It was vitally important in this crazy year that we 
were able to celebrate the significance of our tradition 
and do something normal.  It is a privilege to be the 
steward of your donations which allows me the 
opportunity to pay back the kindnesses that were 
extended to me and my siblings years ago. 
Operation Santa never happens without your 
continued generosity! All your efforts to make 
Operation Santa 2020 such an overwhelming success 
are greatly appreciated by your DACC Classified Staff 
Association Operation Santa Committee.

--
Margie Arlington

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

Students can meet with advisors: 
• over the phone, 
• in a zoom meeting, 
• through email or face-to-face. 

Spring classes begin Tuesday, January 19, 2021
Spring Semester Savings Include:

• A $500 tuition waiver for students who register for 
15 credits or more, and

• A 50% tuition discount for any fully online course.

Spring 2021 Registration
Schedule your advisement appointment online at 
www.dacc.edu/aac or call 217-443-8750.

Late Start Spring Classes 
Available!
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Following is a press release for a book by Missi 
Bregenzer, The Magic of Ordinary, that will be 
released on the 15th of this month from Amber House 
Books. Missi is a former DACC instructor from 1991 
through 2003.

THE MAGIC OF ORDINARY, a debut memoir from 
award-winning professor, writer, and entrepreneur, Melissa 
Gouty, is released by Amber House Books, the publishing 
company founded by New York Times bestselling author, 
Teresa Medeiros. 

THE MAGIC OF ORDINARY is the story of a Daddy, his 
daughters, and the power of one good man to change the 
world. As seen through the adoring eyes of his daughter, 
Missi, Daddy takes the Johnson family on hilarious family 
adventures. But he also faces challenging situations with 
grace, delivering his own baby in a tiny bathroom in the 
middle of the night, winning over a suspicious mother-in-
law, and discovering - at his own father’s funeral - that he 
has a black aunt and an entire black family he never knew. 

Missi pedals her bicycle with its banana seat and squirrel-
tail streamer through an American landscape before cell-
phones, before social media, before cynicism. An America 
of swimming holes, wood-paneled station wagons, secret 
caves, Maw-Maws and Nannys, and hard-won treasures 
store away in piggy banks. An America where the greatest 
treasure of all is a father’s love. 

Whether Mel Johnson is the daddy you had or the daddy 
you only wished you had, you’ll find yourself falling un-
der his spell in a story that perfectly captures a time when 
innocence could still grow into optimism and love was all 
you needed to make magic and turn the ordinary into the 
extraordinary.

Teresa Medeiros, New York Times bestselling author, says, 
“Melissa Gouty writes the magical story of all our lives in 
The Magic of Ordinary. If you grew up in the 60s and 70s, 
this is an Our Town for our generation.”

Melissa Bregenzer Gouty grew up in Clarksville, Indiana, 
attended Indiana University, the University of Chicago, and 
earned her Master’s in English from Murray State Univer-
sity. She’s been writing since she could hold a pen, includ-
ing an eleven-year stint as a human-interest columnist for 
the Danville Commercial-News. She taught English in the 
community college system for twenty-three years in both 
Madisonville, Kentucky and Danville, Illinois where she 
was awarded an Endowed Chair and a Fulbright-Hayes 

Scholarship. After more than two decades, she left teach-
ing to begin an entrepreneurial venture with her husband, 
opening Threads of Time, a premier retail sewing store and 
overnight retreat center in Danville, Illinois, a venture that 
earned her Business Woman of the Year and Entrepreneur 
of the Year awards.  

THE MAGIC OF ORDINARY
ISBN E-Book: 978-943505-79-1
ISBN Print: 978-1-943505-79-1
Trade paperback (5 x 8), price $14.99
Release date: January 15, 2021

Melissa Gouty
E-Mail: MelissaGouty@gmail.com 

The Magic of Ordinary by Melissa Bregenzer Gouty

DACC Library News
A new authentication system is in place for accessing 
the DACC Library's resources. In order to access any 
of the library's e-resources, you need to be set up in 
the campus' Active Directory. Some people have done 
this, but many have not. Try your user ID and 
Password and if you can't log in, then you'll need to 
set up your password for access. (This is the same 
system that students currently use to set up their 
online accounts.)

To set this up, go to:
https://rapss.dacc.edu/react

There is a button on that screen you can click on to 
get instructions, or you can go to: 
https://www.dacc.edu/assets/pdfs/jaguarspot/
StudentID-PasswordInstructions.pdf

You will need your userID, employee ID number 
(enter with leading zeros). You will need to type your 
birthdate in the form: mm/dd/yyyy

You will need to click the radio button to 
Authenticate with Challenge Questions.

If you have problems getting set up, contact 
Computer and Network Services.
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Jan. 20 Stephen Scott Admissions & Registration
Jan. 21 Ron Frerichs Building Services
Jan. 25 Brandy Marron Business & Technology
Feb. 1 Melissa Stout Child Dev. Ctr.
Feb. 5 McKenna Allison DOC
Feb. 11 Angel Fellers Math, Sciences & Hlth
Feb. 12 Chelsea Thomas TRIO
Feb. 14 Jeanne Dunn Liberal Arts
Feb. 16 Angela Shaffer Math, Sciences & Hlth
Feb. 25 Stephanie Yates Corp Ed
Feb. 26 Rebecca Courchesne Financial Aid
Feb. 28 Johna Bolton Business Office

CDL Driver Training at DACC
Danville Area Community College is offering CDL 
Driver Training. DACC delivers quality training for 
future CDL Tractor Trailer driving professionals. 

Training includes: 
•	 240-hour program
•	 Join 6-week class anytime
•	 One week online classroom training
•	 Five weeks one-on-one in the truck
•	 Payment options include credit card, check, 

money order, DACC Payment Plan, Veterans’ 
Grant, Vermilion County Works, Financial 
Aid. Cost $3,630.00

Contact Director Pete Powell for student qualifications 
and details at ppowell@dacc.edu or call 217-443-8565.

TRIO Program 
The TRIO Student Support Services Program is 
looking for new participants for the 2020-2021 
academic year!

Students must be a U.S. citizen or have permanent resi-
dency status and may be eligible if they meet one or more 
of the following criteria:
-Be a First Generation College Student
-Have Financial Need, OR
-Have a Documented Learning or Physical Disability 

TRIO Student Support Services webpage
https://dacc.edu/ssc/trio
217-443-8898; Cannon Hall, Room 113

Adult Education Spring 2021
Enrollment for spring ESL classes and High School 
Equivalency/GED test prep courses is now open at 
Danville Area Community College. DACC’s Adult 
Education Spring 2021 classes will be held online/vir-
tual via Zoom. These classes are FREE!

Online/Virtual day classes for High School 
Equivalency/GED test prep class begin on Jan. 19 
and will be held on Tuesday’s and Thursday’s OR 
Monday’s and Wednesday’s. Mandatory Zoom meet-
ings will be held from 9AM-10AM. Specific reading 
level is needed for enrollment to online/virtual classes. 
Online classes will require 4-6 hours of independent 
work weekly. 

Online/Virtual night classes for High School 
Equivalency/GED test prep class begins on Feb. 1 
and will be held on Monday and Wednesday eve-
nings. Time will be given at registration. Mandatory 
Zoom meetings will be held during this time. Specific 
reading level is needed for enrollment to online/vir-
tual classes. Online classes will require 4-6 hours of 
independent work weekly. 

Online/Virtual night classes for ESL - English as a 
Second Language class begins on Feb. 1. Class meets 
by Zoom on Monday and Wednesday evenings from 
7-8PM. 

These classes are FREE! 

Registration and placement testing at DACC in Prairie 
Hall; Monday-Friday 8AM-2PM. 

For more information, call (217) 443-8782 or visit the 
Adult Education Department located on the DACC 
campus in Prairie Hall, Room 119.
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DACC Corporate Education 
Training Opportunities
•	 EMT BASIC - Jan. 21-May 27, 2021; Thurs., 6PM-

10PM
•	 PHARMACY TECHNICIAN - Jan. 21-Apr. 22, 

2021; Thurs., 4PM-6:30PM
•	 FORKLIFT OPERATOR TRAINING - Feb. 15; 

8AM-2PM
•	 EMERGENCY MEDICAL RESPONDER (EMR) - 

Feb. 18-Apr. 15, 2021; Mon. & Thurs., 1PM-5PM
•	 ONLINE INDUSTRIAL MANUFACTURING 

TOOLING-U LICENSED PROGRAMS - 90 Day 
All Access License - $249

•	 ONLINE PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
COURSES 

•	 ONLINE CAREER TRAINING PROGRAMS

2021 LEADERSHIP BOOTCAMP
Employees attend a half day class every other week 
for four months. Class time: 8AM-NOON CST. 
Bremer. $1,650 per person for entire series
• COMMUNICATING FOR SUPERIOR  

TEAMWORK™ - Tues., Feb. 9, 2021 
• BUILDING TRUST UNDER PRESSURE™ - 

Tues., Feb. 23, 2021  
• COMMUNICATION EXCELLENCE™ -  

Tues., Mar. 9, 2021
• GIVING NEEDS-BASED FEEDBACK™ -  

Tues., Mar. 23, 2021           
• REALIZING TALENT IN OTHERS™ -  

Tues., Apr. 6, 2021   
• DELEGATING FOR SHARED SUCCESS™ - 

Tues., Apr. 20, 2021           
• MANAGING YOUR PRIORITIES™ -  

Tues., May 4, 2021
• OFFERING REWARDS & RECOGNITION™ - 

Tues., May 18, 2021    

Register online for training at 
https://www.dacc.edu/cce/cct/training/registration

or email syates@dacc.edu or bwoodworth@dacc.edu 
with questions or to reserve your seat!

217-443-8779

Send events to marketing@dacc.edu

DACC Corporate Education 
Microsoft Excel “A la carte” 
Training
DACC’s Corporate Education is offering Microsoft 
Excel “A la carte” Training. The training will be 
offered virtually via Zoom. Pick from the modules 
listed for the focus in which you would like to 
strengthen your Excel skills. Have multiple tools you 
would like to either fine tune or learn? Sign up for 
more than one!

Microsoft Excel “A la carte” Training
Module Options:

•	 Worksheet Formatting & Printing - Feb. 26, 2021; 
9AM-12PM

 Learn the tools to successfuly utilize your 
 worksheet for optimal results. 
•	 Conditional Formatting Rules & Formulas -  

Feb. 23, 2021; 9AM-12PM
 Explore how conditional formatting can create 

rules for better navigation of your spreadsheet. 
•	 Worksheet Formulas & Linking - March 2, 2021; 

9AM-12PM
 Gain an understanding of the power of formulas 

and how to better analyze your data. 
•	 Function Formulas - March 9, 2021; 9AM-12PM
 Identify how predefined formulas go beyond 

standard formatting. 
•	 Analysis & Forecasting Tools - March 16, 2021; 

9AM-12PM
 Manipulate data to forecast different scenarios for 

analysis.
•	 Database Lists & Data Analysis - March 23, 2021; 

9AM-12PM
 Successfully manage data saved in your 
 worksheet.
•	 Pivot Table & Pivot Chart - March 30, 2021;  

9AM-12PM
 Learn how to to sort, filter, group, count, 
 summate, and format data easily and efficiently.

All modules are 3 hours in length: 9AM-12PM. 
Meeting invites will be sent prior to the training. 
S49 Class per class.

To register: Email bwoodworth@dacc.edu or call 
217-443-8779.
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SAVE THE DATE - DIAMOND TOUR TRIPS
Registrations starts January 4, 2021 for our 
Diamond Trips! 
• Asheville, NC & the beautiful Biltmore Estates; 

April 12-15, 2021; $425 Double Occupancy; 4 days 
and 3 nights.

• Diamond Trips - Magnificent Mackinac Island; 
September 20-25, 2021; $595 Double Occupancy;  
6 days-5 nights.

January 2021
• Bling It Baby, Beat the Winter Blues - Come have a 

blingtastic time as we add bling to:Thick Candle; 
Thurs., January 21; 5:30PM-7:30PM; $25; Bremer

• Computer & Internet: Windows 10; Mon., January 
25; 2PM-5PM; $25; Bremer Conference Center

• Fung Shui; Fri., Jan. 29; 6PM-9PM; $25; Bremer
• Bling It Baby, Beat the Winter Blues - Come have 

a blingtastic time as we add bling to: Pom-Pom 
Rug; Fri., January 29; 2PM-5PM; $25; Bremer 

February 2021
• Bling It Baby, Beat the Winter Blues - Come have a 

blingtastic time as we add bling to: Thick Candle; 
Tues., February 2; 5:30PM-7:30PM; $25; Bremer

• Fung Shui; Fri., February 5; 6PM-9PM; $25; 
Bremer Conference Center

• Candy Craze - Doll or Cup Candy Bouquet; Fri., 
Feb 5; 2PM-4PM; $45

• It’s a Tea Party; Fri., Feb 12; 2PM-3PM; $25
• Lunch and Learn: Galapagos Islands with Shirley; 

Thurs., February 11; 11:15AM-1PM; $12; Bremer
• TuTu Too Cute; Fri., Feb. 12; 2PM-4PM; $25; 

Bremer
• Computer & Internet: Windows 10; Thurs., Feb. 

18; 9AM-Noon; $25; Bremer
• Bling It Baby, Beat the Winter Blues - Come have 

a blingtastic time as we add bling to: Pom-Pom 
Rug; Fri., February 19; 2PM-5PM; $25; Bremer 

• Bling It Baby, Beat the Winter Blues - Come have a 
blingtastic time as we add bling to: Wine Glasses 
(set of 2); Tues., Feb. 23; 5:30PM-7:30PM; $25; 
Bremer

SPRING COLLEGE FOR KIDS CAMPS
• Spring College for Kids; Pep Band; Tues. & Thurs., 

February 16-March 4; 4PM-5:15PM; $65; Ages 10-
18

• Spring College for Kids; DJ Mix-a-Lot; Mon.-
Thurs., February 22-25; 4PM-6PM; $65; Ages 12-18

• Spring College for Kids; Legos Robotics; Mon.-
Thurs., February 22-25; 4PM-6PM; $65; Ages 8-12

Community Education Classes
• Spring College for Kids; Mini-Jaguar eSports; 

Mon.-Thurs., March 1-4; 4PM-6PM; $65; Ages 10-
14

• Spring College for Kids; Broadcast Production; 
Tues.-Thurs., March 1-4; 4PM-6PM; $65; Ages 10-
16.

• Spring College for Kids; Guitar for Beginners; 
Tues. & Thurs., March 9-25; 4PM-5:15PM; $65; 
Ages 10-16

• Spring College for Kids; Mindcraft; Mon.-Thurs., 
March 15-18; 4PM-6PM; $65; Ages 8-14

• Spring College for Kids; Video Editing; Mon.-
Thurs., March 15-18; 4PM-6PM; $65; Ages 10-14

• Spring College for Kids; Studio 101; Mon.-Thurs., 
March 15-18; 4PM-6PM; $65; Ages 13-17

March 2021
• Kitchen Craze; Mon., March 1-22; 6PM-8PM; $75; 

Vermilion Hall
• Computer & Internet: Word; Mon., March 1-22; 

5PM-8PM; $96; Tech Center
• Computer & Internet: Google Drive; Tues., March 

2; 5:30PM-8:30PM; $35; Tech Center
• Basic Video Editing; Tues., March 2-23; 6PM-8PM
• Food Service License; Wed., March 3-31; 5:30PM-

9PM; $96; Bremer
• Computer & Internet: eBay; Thurs., March 4 & 11; 

5:30PM-7:30PM; $45
• Whimsy By Design; Fri., March 5 Easter; 2PM-

5PM; $45 brought day of class; Bremer
• TuTu Too Cute; Tues., March 9; 2PM-4PM; $25; 

Bremer
• Lunch and Learn: Australia with Shirley; Tues., 

March 9; 11:15AM-1PM; $12; Bremer
• Day Trip: Indianapolis Motor Speedway Museum; 

Fri., March 12; $40. Lunch on your own.
• Candy Craze - Doll or Cup Candy Bouquet; Mon., 

March 15; 2PM-4PM; $45
• Pottery; Thurs., March 18-May 13; 6PM-9PM; $115; 

Clock Tower Room 117
• Lunch and Learn: National Park System with 

David Kroese; Fri., March 19; 11:15AM-1PM; $25; 

Community Education
For a complete listing of classes with course descrip-
tion visit www.dacc.edu/cce. To register or for more 
information, call 217-554-1667 or email commed@
dacc.edu. The Community Education Office is now 
located on the DACC Campus in the Bremer Confer-
ence Center, 2000 East Main St., Danville.
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DACC Calendar of Events

JANUARY 2021
15 Faculty Preparation Day
16      SATURDAY Extended hours; 9AM-Noon;  

Bookstore, Picture IDs and Financial Aid.
18 M.L. King’s Birthday Holiday – College Closed
19 TUESDAY, January 19, 20201 - Spring Classes 

Begin
19 Online/Virtual High School Equivalency/GED test 

prep class; Tues. & Thurs. OR Mon. & Wed.; 9AM-
10AM. 

28 DACC Board of Trustees Meeting; 5:30PM;  
Vermilion Hall, Room 302

FEBRUARY 2021
1 Applications to Graduate available for Summer 

2021 Graduates
1 *Online/Virtual High School Equivalency/GED test 

prep class begins Feb. 1; Mon. & Wed. Evenings. 
Time will be given at registration. 

1 ESL - English as a Second Language class begins 
Feb. 1. Class meets by Zoom on Mon. & Wed. night 
from 7-8PM.

15 President’s Holiday – College Closed
18 DACC’s State Universities of Illinois Transfer 

Day; 10AM-12:30PM; Virtual Fair.    
https://bit.ly/3i4UlGH

25 DACC Board of Trustees Meeting; 5:30PM;  
Vermilion Hall, Room 302

MARCH 2021
8 2021-2022 scholarship application deadline is 

March 8, 2021 at 5:00 pm. The application is  
online at https://www.dacc.edu/scholarship

12 Last day to charge at Bookstore
14 Daylight Savings Begins (Spring forward)
25 DACC Board of Trustees Meeting; 5:30PM;  

Vermilion Hall, Room 302
26 Summer and Fall ON-LINE registration begins
29 Summer and Fall ON-CAMPUS registration 
 begins
29 Semester Break – NO CLASSES, COLLEGE 
 OFFICES OPEN
30 Semester Break – NO CLASSES, COLLEGE 
 OFFICES OPEN
31 Semester Break – NO CLASSES, COLLEGE 
 OFFICES OPEN

APRIL 2021
1 Semester Break – NO CLASSES, COLLEGE  

OFFICES OPEN
2 Good Friday Holiday – College Closed
22 DACC Board of Trustees Meeting; 5:30PM;  

Vermilion Hall, Room 302

MAY 2021
12-14 Study Days or Makeup Days
14 Last day to withdraw from full semester classes 

with a “W” grade
17-20 Final Exams
20 Nursing Pinning Ceremony; 2PM
20 GED & Middle College Graduation; 6PM
21 Post Exam Day
21 Commencement; 7PM
24 Early Summer Classes Begin
27 DACC Board of Trustees Meeting; 5:30PM; Vermil-

ion Hall, Room 302
31 Memorial Day Holiday – College Closed

JUNE 2021
11 Early Summer Classes End
14 Regular Summer Classes Begin

JULY 2021
5 Independent Day Holiday – College Closed
23 Last day to withdraw from regular summer session 

classes
30 Regular Summer Classes End

ALL Events are 
subject to change!

Send events to marketing@dacc.edu

DACC Basketball is starting but fans 
are not allowed inside the gym for 

games. The games will be live streamed. 
The link to watch the games will be on 

the DACC athletics website at 
www.danvillejaguars.com
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Legislative Update
102nd Illinois General Assembly. Members of the 102nd 
Illinois General Assembly were sworn into office on 
Wednesday, January 13, 2021.  

Illinois Senate. The Senate President is Senator Don 
Harmon (D); the new Minority Leader is Senator Dan 
McConchie (R).  

Illinois House of Representatives. The new Speaker 
of the House is Chris Welch (D). The Minority Leader 
is Jim Durkin (R). [The former speaker Madigan was 
sworn in as a Representative of the 22nd District. He 
has served in the house for 50 years—47 years as 
Speaker.]

Election Results. The 102nd Illinois General Assembly 
has 19 new faces. In the Illinois House, history has 
been made—women legislators will outnumber the 
men.  

New Club 90 Members
A special welcome to our two new DACC-AA Club 
90 members. These are members who have celebrated 
their 90th birthday.

DACC-AA charter member Louise Slezak became 
a Club 90 member on December 24, 2020. When our 
chapter organized, Louise was our first Treasurer 
serving from 2002 to 2006.

Louise held a bachelor’s degree before moving to 
Danville, but she wanted to work with computers 
so she enrolled at DJC and completed an associate 
degree in Computer Programming.  Her classes were 
in the basement of Building 10.  Dave Keitzmann and 
Bob Bonnewell were two of her instructors and Jane 
Brown Andrews was a classmate.  

When she started working at DJC in 1979 as a 
programmer, her office was located in Building 7 
(now Vermilion Hall).  Louise retired as the 
Coordinator of Data Services on August 31, 1994 
(16 years full-time).  She worked at DACC part-time 
for another 5 years.

* * *
Louise (Lou) Free became a member of Club 90 on 
January 8, 2021.  She started her career at DACC as a 
volunteer reading tutor for the Readers Route, 
Adult Education Literacy Program.  Since she loved 

reading, Lou wanted to help others learn to read. As 
she was an excellent tutor, Louise was employed as 
the Recruiter/Trainer in 1989 and retired in 2012 (23 
years of paid service).  She was named support staff 
of the year in 2000.  Lou holds the record of serving as 
our DACC-AA secretary from 2007 to 2014 (7 years).

Both Louise and Lou served as delegates for our 
chapter at the SUAA State Meeting several times.  

Club 90 Current Members
Here are their names, where they worked, and the 
dates of their employment at DJC/DACC.  

Louise (Lou) Free, 90  1989-2012
 Turned 90 on 1/08/21
 Literacy Recruiter/Trainer in Adult Ed

Louise Slezak, 90 1979-1984
 Turned 90 on 12/24/20
 Coordinator of Data Processing

Joann Fetters. 92 1972-1992
 Turned 90 on 10/08/18 
 Director of Nursing 

Ruth Koenig, 93                    1973-1990 and 1995-2012
 Turned 90 on 11/15/17
 Taught English and English as a Second Language

Marilyn Hunter, 98   9/69-3/79
 Turned 90 on 8/29/12
 Business Division Instructor

DACC Retirees Receive Raise
On January 1, 2021, Tier 1 SURS retirees in the 
Traditional Plan (those employed and certified before 
January 1, 2011) received a three per cent automatic 
annual increase (AAI) in their monthly checks.  

This is a benefit provided to SURS members in the 
Illinois constitution, and the Illinois Supreme Court 
ruled that the Legislature cannot take this away.  It 
was SUAA and the SUAA attorneys who represented 
us and argued our case before the Illinois Supreme 
Court.



SUAA Celebrates 50 years
The State Universities Annuitants Association (SUAA) 
was established 50 years ago.  During the entire year 
of 2021, SUAA will celebrate its “golden” anniversary.  
Be sure to read your Mini Briefings this year to learn 
more about the celebration.

Your SURS Account
If you have a question about your SURS account, 
please call SURS toll free at 1-800-275-7877 or look on 
their website at www.surs.org

DACC-AA Service Project
It’s never too late to participate.  This service project is 
open to all current employees and retirees; everyone 
can participate from the comfort of your home—no 
masks or social distancing required—and it costs 
practically nothing.

Call or write or e-mail someone you knew at DJC/
DACC that you haven’t seen for a while to say hello.  
This is a win-win project—you will feel good about 
brightening someone’s day and the person you 
contact will be pleased that you cared enough to 
 remember them.

If you need an address, phone number, or e-mail 
address for someone, please contact our Executive 
Director.

Marilyn Satterwhite   217-446-1152
Cell and text:  217-260-4568
marilynsatterwhite@comcast.net

Are you a member of DACC-
AA?
If so, congratulations!  You’ve taken a big step toward 
preserving and protecting your SURS pension. 
SUAA Executive Director Linda Brookhart monitors 
legislation that will impact your future pension and 
health insurance.  If you are not a member, read the 
next article.

Protect Your SURS Pension
What are you doing to protect your SURS pension? 
Don’t sit back and assume everything is fine. An easy 
and economical way (only 81 cents a week) to 
protect your SURS pension is to join and maintain 
your membership in SUAA.

DACC Annuitants Association News

Important Websites
www.suaa.org    ~~~    www.surs.com

www.cms.illinois.gov/thetrail
www.benefitschoice.il.gov  

DACC-AA Board 
Please contact any of our officers if you have 
questions or ideas to share about the DACC 
Annuitants Association.

President ......................................................................John Blue
Vice-President ...............................................Margie Arlington
Secretary .............................................................Becky Schlecht
Treasurer/Membership Dir.   ............................ Jane Andrews
Campus Membership ................................... Julie McClintock
Past President ..............................................Nancy Boesdorfer
Board Members .....Larry Korte, Carla Boyd, Susie Landers, 
..............................................Sara VanDeWalker, Brad Weaver
Executive Director ....................................Marilyn Satterwhite
Newsletter Editor .....................................Marilyn Satterwhite
Legislative Chair .................................................Jennifer Klein
Scholarship Chair ............................................ Maggie Hoover
SUAA Action ........................................................ Pat Shedlock
Archive Project Coordinators  ................... Maggie Hoover &   
...................................................................................Martha Kay

SUAA!
Defenders of YOUR future!

Two Easy Ways to Join SUAA
1. CREDIT CARD

Go to: www.suaa.org/join-suaa-now    
Click on   Join SUAA NOW!    Enter your email address, 
click on   Register  , and follow the prompts.
If problems, call the SUAA office  217-523-4040.

2. CHECK
Mail a check for $42 payable to SUAA to:

 SUAA, 217 East Monroe Street—Suite 100
 Springfield, Illinois 62701
Or
 send check via campus mail to:
 Julie McClintock, 
 Campus SUAA Membership Coordinator
 Vermilion Hall—Room 112

[NOTE:  Do not send dues to the Annuitants Office on campus—
send them directly to Julie.]
In addition to your check, include:

•	 your name and mailing address
•	 phone number and e-mail address 
•	 and indicate whether you are:

active employee   or   retiree 
spouse of employee  or  retiree 
survivor of retiree  or  employee


