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The eSports Explosion        

at DACC 

As eSports takes America by storm, DACC has risen to    
national prominence thanks to the efforts of a group of      
visionary employees and students. 

As far back as the summer of 2019, Liberal Arts Dean Dr. 
Penny McConnell began considering bringing America’s   
hottest new sport—eSports—to DACC. Dr. McConnell says, 
“eSports has been proven to be an effective recruitment and 
retention tool for students in thousands of colleges and     
universities across the country. These competitions attract 
students who are typically bright and motivated, majoring in 
science, technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics. 
Team competition in video games has proven to be a highly 
engaging recreational outlet for them.” 

During the fall of 2019, Dr. McConnell hired Guido Esteves 
to shepherd DACC’s fledgling eSports program. A musician, 
music producer, and a life-long “gamer,” Mr. Esteves worked 

with Video Development Director 
Laura Hensgen, Information 
Technology Director Mark 
Barnes, Executive Director   
Doug Adams’ maintenance 
crews, and a passel of student 
volunteers to transform what had 
been a dumpy little office in the 
basement of the Clock Tower 
into what has become a fully 
operational eSports lab.  

Says Mr. Esteves, “DACC has 
been on the forefront by getting 
our lab and giving us what we 
needed to set things up. There 
has been full support. When we 
came to the Board of Trustees 
with the idea, they said, ‘This is 
great.’”  

Ms. Hensgen adds, “While      
we were upgrading the television 

studio, we also began   constructing the eSports lab. The 
more the lab began taking shape, the more students we 
started to attract.  It’s been exciting to see and be a part of. If 
you build it, you really do make connections with a whole 
different cohort of students.” 

When the lab opened in March, as many as 80 DACC       
students began participating on teams for a wide variety of 
video-game platforms. In fact, throughout the summer and 
fall of the 2020 pandemic, the only athletes who continued to 
compete were DACC’s eSports athletes. As Mr. Esteves 
says, “Our matches on Saturdays have attracted as many as 
175 competitors.” 

 

The DACC team competes in video games like League of 
Legends, Overwatch, Super Smash Brothers, and Hearth-
stone. In fact, DACC student Isaiah Loyd recently earned a 
No. 1 national ranking in Hearthstone, while Alex Keaben is 
currently ranked 11th. 

The NJCAA has noticed the eSports phenomenon and has 
formed a national exploratory committee. Last month, Mr. 
Esteves was named to the national committee. In addition, 
one of the eSports student captains, Collin Shaner, has been 
appointed to a special committee regarding rules for compet-
ing in the various video games. Says Mr. Esteves, “What my 
committee will do is promote tournaments and help schools 
set up eSports programs. On a national level, we get to set 
the future of eSports in community colleges.” 

Next April, when DACC hosts the men’s division II national 
basketball tournament, on the other side of the campus in 
the Clock Tower building, DACC’s eSports will also host a 
national tournament. Says Mr. Esteves, “We’re hosting an 
eSports NBA 2K NJCAA national tournament. We’re hoping 
to make DACC a Midwest hub for competition. We have the 
facilities and access to the production department, which 
means we are going to stream our own TV shows, so I think 
we have a lot to offer.” 

To prepare for the eventual ascension of eSports to status 
as an NJCAA-recognized intercollegiate sport, Mr. Esteves, 
Ms. Hensgen, and Assistant Producer Keith Miller are look-
ing to expand the eSports lab into unused Library space. 
Says Mr. Esteves, “With a few minor tweaks here and there, 
we could double the size of the lab and turn it into a show-
case for an eSports program that will make our students 
proud.” 

“Danville Area Community College is committed to providing quality, innovative, and accessible learning experiences that meet the life-long        
academic, cultural, and economic needs of our diverse communities and the world we share.” 
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On the left is Isaiah Loyd, who’s ranked No. 1 in the nation in 
the eSports game called Hearthstone.  On the right is Alex 
Keaben, who’s ranked No. 11 nationally.  As pioneers of      
eSports these students have helped put the College on the 
map of America’s fastest growing sport.   

“The more the lab began 

taking shape, the more 

students we started to attract.  

It’s been exciting to see and be 

a part of.  If you build it, you 

really do make connections 

with a whole different cohort 

of students.” 

—Laura Hensgen, Director, 

Video Development & 

Community Education 
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An Anatomically Correct Table 
Science and nursing education is getting a big boost thanks to 

Perkins funds and the DACC Foundation. 

A key component of the college’s proposed healthcare             

simulation lab is an anatomage table, which provides students 

with a three-dimensional and interactive representation of the 

human anatomy.  

The pricetag for the table was a whopping $102,608—which    

includes the software and the warranty. Operations Vice        

President Kerri Thurman, Business Professor Ashley Hargrove, 

and Office Assistant Gina Davis were able to secure federal Carl 

D. Perkins funds—which are dedicated to support career-and-

technical education—totaling $80,000.  

Even so, without having budgeted for the $22,000 shortfall, the 

College would have to await next year’s Perkins cycle to complete 

the purchase.  

When Math, Sciences, and Health Professions Dean Kathy     

Sturgeon discussed the table during a recent Cabinet meeting, 

Foundation Executive Director Tonya Hill thought to approach    

the Fabrizio family. One of the goals of the Phyllis Dougherty-

Fabrizio and Dr. Joseph Fabrizio New Initiatives Fund is to       

purchase supplies or equipment to support the development of 

new programs at the College. 

After conferring with the Fabrizios, Ms. Hill received the donors’ 

blessing. As Ms. Hill says, “Dr. Joe is a retired cardiologist. He 

and Phyllis care deeply about supporting DACC. Their answer     

to me was, ‘Absolutely, yes.’ They’re pleased to support new   

initiatives and appreciate that an anatomage table will help train 

our next generation of nurses and healthcare workers.” 

During the DACC Foundation’s Nov. 5 meeting, the Foundation’s 

directors unanimously approved the transfer of $22,000 to       

complete the purchase of an anatomage table. While the eventual 

home for the table will be the former U.S. Army Reserve once it’s 

renovated to become the center for healthcare professions,     

Academic Affairs Vice President Dr. Natalie Page will work with 

the Facilities Department to ensure that the table has a temporary 

home inside the Mary Miller Complex prior to its arrival.   

An anatomage table will enhance teaching of anatomy    
and physiography courses which are fundamental to the 
College’s nursing and medical-imaging programs.   

“Danville Area Community College does not discriminate on the basis of race, 

color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its programs or activities.” 

In Memoriam:                                     
Dr. John Mason                                         

by Tonya Hill, Executive Director, DACC Foundation 

Dr. John Mason served on the DACC Foundation Board from 

1999-2008 and then again 2012-2018 and was named Director 

Emeritus on July 1, 2018. In 2003 Dr. Mason established the 

“Mason-Cole Scholarship” as a tribute to his father, who was also 

a physician. The scholarship was established to benefit students 

from the areas that were a part of his father’s practice, including 

Danville. The award is given to students studying in the allied 

health fields.   

In November of 2018 we took Dr. Mason for a tour of our 

Healthcare Simulation Lab and to his surprise the class was    

having a baby shower for one of their classmates. Dr. Mason   

just beamed with joy when he found this out. He proceeded        

to give the class an inspirational talk about their chosen           

profession.  Two of the students in the class had even received 

the Mason-Cole scholarship and they were elated to be able to 

meet him in person.  

A retired obstetrician, Dr. Mason would recognize the surnames 

of some of the nursing students and realized that he had attended 

to the birth of some of their parents.  

It was just a wonderful interaction between Dr. Mason and the 

class. The students were engaged and he was in the height of his 

glory.  

After the visit, Dr. Mason met with me and informed me that       

he would like to purchase a high-fidelity, simulated pediatric    

mannequin for the Healthcare Sim lab. “Hal” our pediatric         

simulator arrived in Spring of 2019, all because Dr. Mason       

understood and new the future of healthcare and wanted our    

students to be trained with new technology. 

Dr. Mason’s dedication to the Foundation Board, Danville Area 

Community College and his passion for helping our healthcare 

students succeed will forever be appreciated. 

Dr. John Mason and his furry friend Maggie.  The           
philanthropic obstetrician has helped transform countless 
students’ lives thanks to his endowed scholarship fund 
and by contributing donations to support educational 
equipment like the pediatric mannequin named “Hal.”      
Dr. Mason passed away on Oct. 20 at age 90.   
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Bachelor’s in Early Childhood             
Development 

For about six months now, a special committee of the Illinois Presidents’ Council has 

been meeting regularly to strategize on State legislation that would allow community 

colleges to confer a bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood Education. 

DACC representatives on the ECE committee include Vice President of Academic 

Affairs Dr. Natalie Page, Dean of Liberal Arts Library and Assessment Dr. Penny 

McConnell, and President Nacco. The Illinois Trustees’ Association’s Executive     

Director Jim Reed has been an active participant in strategy sessions via Zoom as 

have ICCB Executive Director Brian Durham and his staff.   

Across the state, early childhood programs report staffing shortages and challenges 

finding qualified staff. This is exacerbated in the wake of COVID-19 and the          

challenges of remote learning as well as health and safety concerns. As President 

Nacco says, “The State needs more early-childhood educators, especially those with 

bachelor’s degrees and professional-educator licenses in order to make good on Illinois’ stated goals of expanding high-quality early-

childhood services.” 

Annually, universities confer fewer than 350 of these bachelor’s degrees in Illinois, while the State typically projects to have more than 2,200 

vacancies annually. 

Community colleges also would ensure that this bachelor’s is affordable for people who earn an average of $43,000 annually when employed 

with a bachelor’s degree in ECE. National-Louis University, a private institution with tuition that’s three times higher than DACC’s, is the State 

leader for conferring this degree. Graduates would begin work with far less debt if a community-college pathway to a bachelor’s in ECE were 

available. 

Another key asset that community colleges would bring to the ECE bachelor’s degree is a strong relationship with local early-childhood      

employers and stakeholders. These partnerships support enrollment, completion, job placement, and job advancement. 

Further, community colleges would address the racial inequity that exists with the ECE bachelor’s degree. Although the early-childhood   

workforce is diverse, African-American and Latinx people are not strongly represented in the higher-paying positions that require a          

bachelor’s degree. 

To build legislative support for a community-college bachelor’s in ECE, the committee has worked with the group Illinois Action for Children 

as well as the lobbyists for the Illinois Community College President’s Council. The committee has approved a bill for the State Senate’s   

Education Committee. The plan is for community colleges to marshal legislative support throughout the winter in anticipation of the eventual 

passage of the bill.  

President Nacco thinks this bachelor’s in early-childhood education has a far better chance of coming to fruition than the failed bachelor’s in 

nursing. “Other than National-Louis University, this bachelor’s degree isn’t a high priority program for the State’s other universities, especially 

not public universities. Also expanding access to this degree via community colleges would support the goals of the Governor ’s Early Child-

hood Funding Commission. Fingers crossed, by this time next year, it’s possible that DACC and the State’s other 48 community colleges will 

poised to begin offering this bachelor’s degree.” 

Early Childhood Instructor Kelly Alvarez would 
play a key role in developing a DACC bachelor’s 
degree in early-childhood education.   

Vermilion Healthcare Foundation donated funds to purchase      
a transponder to improve medical-imaging education.          
Echocardiography Instructor Jamie Moreland is providing a 
demonstration for the Foundation's Jim Anderson and Cindy 
Peck (right) for DACC Foundation Executive Director Tonya Hill. 
 

Under the leadership of Executive Director Doug Adams (right), 
Building Services Attendants have worked tirelessly since 
March to sanitize our classrooms, offices, and other facilities. 
Here's most of the crew receiving a College commendation and 
gold lapel pins. From left: Donna Dieu, Denise Gillespie, Ron 
Frerichs, Rebekah Gallez, Larry Goodhue Jr., Joe Calvert, Tim 
Modglin, Brian Krage, Donna Rhea, and Doug Adams.  
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Applause 
For Middle College Advisor Wesley Brown 

and Coordinator Kathy Leary. The mother    

of a recent graduate wrote a letter praising 

the Middle College team for helping her son. 

She wrote, “Even with COVID playing havoc 

and all the mess at the end, he knows all    

that was done to help him get through it and 

he asked me to thank you personally for all you did, but also to thank    

all the staff who helped see him through it. He's very grateful for       

everything. He has accomplished his goal and your help and support 

definitely contributed to getting him there.” 

Manufacturing Instructor Todd Flessner received the Tom and      
Barbara Crays endowed scholarship to fund professional develop-
ment over the next 3 years. Prof. Flessner played a major role in the 
acquisition of six CNC machines and new lathes to enhance the     
program. Shown here with Prof. Flessner are Foundation Executive 
Director Tonya Hill, Academic Affairs Vice President Dr. Natalie Page, 
and Dean of Business and Technology Terri Cummings. 

Dr. Cockrell—Alumnus Wins           
State Award                                                     

by Lara Conklin, Executive Director, College Relations 
Dr. Gerald Cockrell has been named a co-recipient of the Illinois Community College 

Trustees’ Associations 2020 Distinguished Alumnus Award. 

As president of the DACC Alumni Association, Dr. Cockrell is a shining example of the 

greater impact community colleges have on the communities we serve. Having tried 

college once, and with four years of military service during the Vietnam War under his 

belt, Jerry Cockrell returned home determined to get some sort of college degree.    

Danville Junior College – now Danville Area Community College –significantly impacted 

his future when he enrolled in the electronics program and found his life’s niche.  

Dr. Cockrell retired as a Professor of Electronics and Computer Engineering Technolo-

gy from Indiana State University in Terre Haute, Indiana in 2012. Since retiring, he has 

continued to teach in the Ivy Tech Community College system.  

Dr. Cockrell is a recognized international leader in the development and delivery of internet-based process control and automation programs and 

courses. He is a pioneer in the design and development of distance delivery of real-time laboratory experience. 

Typically, the ICCTA would confer this State-wide award to Dr. Cockrell in person at ICCTA's June banquet. However, due to COVID-19 restrictions, 

the DACC Board and the ICCTA will recognize Dr. Cockrell during the Nov. 19, 2020 meeting. 

Criminal Justice Professor Rickey Williams received national 
recognition from NISOD for his teaching excellence. The award 
includes a plaque and silver medallion. Academic Affairs Vice   
President Dr. Natalie Page visited Prof. Williams in his classroom 
to deliver the hardware. 

Dr. Gerald Cockrell, the ICCTA’s Distinguished         
Alumnus for 2020, shown here at a “Big Check”        
ceremony to thank him for endowing a DACC           
scholarship.  

Earning kudos from an appreciative parent of a recent graduate are 
Middle College Advisor Wes Brown and Coordinator Kathy Leary, 
flanked here by President Nacco and Dean Laura Williams.  
 


