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The HLC Team Quickly 

“Marched Forth” 

Nearly a year ago, the DACC Web site started to count down the 

days, hours, minutes, and seconds before their heralded arrival. The 

preparations by dozens of DACC faculty and staff began more than 

three years ago. 

But then like a fierce gust of prairie wind, the HLC visiting team blew 

through DACC on Mon., Mar. 4 and wafted off by noon the following 

day. President Nacco compared the experience to a wedding. “You 

prepare a long time for something, and then it’s all over in a day.” 

Every 10 years, colleges and universities in 19 states (including   

Illinois) seek to reaffirm their accreditation with the Higher Learning 

Commission, which oversees operations for higher education from 

Arizona to West Virginia. The site visit comes exactly one month  

after the institution submits a massive report called an Assurance 

Argument. The purpose of the visit is to verify that what a college 

says it does to serve students and the community is actually         

happening there. 

“Faculty and staff were a little       

surprised about how quickly the team 

came and went,” says President 

Nacco. “In the past, these visits would 

spread out over four days. But now, 

visiting teams aren’t   coming to    

colleges to hang out and schmooze 

the way they used to.” 

President Nacco coughed up yet another metaphor for the process. 

“It’s like when the Air Force does a surgical strike. They swoop in, 

check on what they may have questions about, and then fly off. What 

the visiting team doesn’t ask about means that they feel as if they’d 

gotten sufficient information in the Assurance Argument.” 

Participants on the HLC visiting team are community-college peers 

from institutions comparable to DACC. Dr. Jeanne Swarthout, a   

retired president from Northbrook Pioneer College of Holbrook,    

Arizona, chaired the team. The other three members were Dr. Scott 

Searcy, a director of distance education and accreditation at Dodge 

City Community College (Kansas); Dr. Carla Pogliano Connor, the 

vice provost of program development and compliance at Dunwoody 

College of Technology (Minnesota); and Dr. Paula Davis, vice presi-

dent of academic affairs at Trinidad State Junior College (Colorado). 

Their first day at DACC included discussions with faculty and staff 

members who were specifically requested by the HLC team. The 

three “focus sessions” concentrated on College leadership, assess-

ment of teaching and learning, and strategic planning. Later on  

Tuesday, the visiting team met with a group comprised almost      

entirely of faculty and academic deans to review their specific     

questions about DACC curricula, programs, and courses. 

The second day allocated a couple of hours for follow up meetings, 

and then the team said their goodbyes at noon and were off in a 

flash. 

Before leaving, though, Dr. Swarthout reminded members of the 

DACC administrative council that the format for HLC site visits had 

undergone a dramatic change from the way they were conducted     

in the past. “Visits are intended to be follow ups based on what    

appears in the Assurance Argument,” she says. “Most of our report 

has already been written before we even arrive on a campus. The 

whole purpose of a site visit is to answer a few lingering questions 

and plug some holes we may have.” 

After the team departed, President Nacco told the staff that the    

HLC team expressed their appreciation for the large number of    

faculty, staff, and students who attended these meetings with the 

visiting team. 

“They were distinctly impressed with all of the employees and      

students who came out to share your thoughts about the College,”   

he says. “They specifically praised our students for participating in 

the open sessions as well as our culinary students who prepared  

and served their lunch on Monday.” 

The HLC team complimented the DACC Foundation for its success  

in supporting student access through scholarships. They also asked 

the College administration to thank the DACC Board of Trustees for 

taking the time out of their busy schedules to meet with them and 

exchange their views about the College. 

DACC will most likely see the HLC team’s report in a month or so. 

Copies will be sent to the HLC-appointed liaison Dr. Eric Martin, 

President Nacco, and DACC’s Accreditation Liaison Officer Bob 

Mattson. 

So even though the wedding day went by with the blink of the eye, 

DACC can fully expect that the HLC report will offer plenty of useful 

suggestions and recommendations for a long and blissfully accredit-

ed marriage—for at least another 10 years. 

DACC FLASH 
“Danville Area Community College is committed to providing quality, innovative, and accessible learning experiences which meet the life-long     

academic, cultural, and economic needs of our diverse communities and the world we share.” 

UPDATE FOR THE DACC BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND DACC FOUNDATION BOARD 

MARCH 2019 

The February 28 Board meeting featured the recognition of   
Manufacturing Instructor Todd Flessner for tenure.  Past tenure 
recipients received flowers or potted succulents.  This year, the 
gift was a snack basket by Becky Doss.  Congratulations on 
tenure, Professor Flessner! 

“They were distinctly 

impressed with all of the 

employees and students who 

came out to share your 

thoughts about the College.” 

—Dr. Nacco 
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A High School Diploma and a    
Manufacturing Job 

Adult Education is packaging high-school equivalency classes 

with manufacturing classes so that students can have a high-

school diploma in one hand and a manufacturing certification in 

the other.  

Together with DACC’s Corporate Education and Vermilion 

County Works, Adult Education is ramping up a program     

called Integrated Career and Pathway Systems. Last fall, the 

five students who completed the ICAPS program wound up   

with manufacturing jobs. 

This spring, the goal is to scale the program up to serve the 

needs of many more students. Says Director Laura Williams, 

“Students will be able to earn several different certifications in 

manufacturing along with their high-school diploma.” 

The new ICAPS program starts April 1 and splits these students’ 

day in the middle. Mornings are spent in classes preparing   

students for passing the high-school equivalency test (GED or 

HiSET). The afternoon is devoted to hands-on learning in    

manufacturing.  

Having both the diploma and a manufacturing certification  

greatly brightens the students’ career prospects. Says Adult Ed 

Director Laura Williams, “After students complete the classes, 

they may qualify for a paid work experience at one of our local 

manufacturing plants. This is an opportunity to see what it is like 

to work for that company, show manufacturers the caliber of 

worker they are, and ideally wind up attaining a good-paying,  

full-time job with benefits.” 

Many of the students will qualify for financial assistance through 

federal and State grant funding. Students progress at their own 

pace and can complete both the high-school equivalency and 

the manufacturing training in 10 weeks or less.  

To a standing-room-only crowd in the DACC student union, the Diversity 
Team hosted a “Physical Disabilities Awareness” panel on March 14.  
The panelists provided deeply personal stories about their experiences 
living with their disabilities.  Dawn Nasser expertly moderated the       
discussion and fielded questions from a number of students in the    
audience.  The panelists (from left) were Rob Mannaster, a father of four 
disabled children; DACC student Kayla Potter; Director of Counseling 
and Articulation Stephane Potts; DACC student Charlie Johnson, and 
DACC alumnus Kaine Walters. 

The DACC Foundation recently bought a freezer for the food 
pantry the Foundation manages.  A surplus of donations to 
the Eastern Illinois Foodbank helped fund the freezer.  From 
the left, Controller Sandy Dreher, Executive Director Tonya 
Hill and Office Assistant Gina Davis.   

On March 1, the College joined Vermilion Advantage and 
Neuhoff Media to host the 1st annual Economic Forecast    
forum in a packed Bremer Theater.  The 90-minutes radio 
broadcast featured panel discussions on manufacturing, 
healthcare, and education.  Neuhoff Media Executive Vice 
President Mike Hulvey was the master of ceremonies.  DACC 
President Nacco was one of the education panelists. 

Medical Assisting in Hoopeston 
Hoopeston Center Director Karla Coon has worked hard for two years 

to begin offering a certified medical assistant program at the Center. 

While the Hoopeston Center has hosted Certified Nursing Assistant 

classes since opening in September of 2013, the CMA is the certifica-

tion of choice for the local Carle medical clinics.  Recognizing the high 

demand for CMAs in the area, Ms. Coon began laying the groundwork 

for the program since 2017 and appreciates the contributions of      

Business & Technology Dean Terri Cummings and Medical Assistant 

Instructor Candice Milam.  

Ms. Coon says, “This wouldn’t have been possible if not for the       

support we’ve received from Dean Cummings and Ms. Milam in   

scheduling these courses at the Center and for ensuring that we     

have qualified instructors.” 

The first CMA courses at Hoopeston will begin in the summer with     

an introductory class on medical terminology. Fall classes will include 

another section of medical terminology as well as a class in medical 

ethics and in pharmacology. 

“Danville Area Community College does not discriminate on the basis 

of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its programs or 

activities.” 
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Getting Your GECCC at DACC 

You know plenty of students who are like this. They have the brains 

and drive to succeed in college. But they just don’t know exactly what 

they want to do with all of that brains and drive. 

DACC Executive Vice President Dave Kietzmann and his staff    

have developed what’s called a General Education Core Curriculum 

Credential or GECCC. Approved last month by the Illinois Communi-

ty College Board for a May 1 start, this new package of courses   

covers five academic disciplines and fully satisfies the curriculum 

requirements for the Illinois Articulation Initiative. In other words, the 

dozen or so courses for the GECCC transfer to every Illinois        

university and to most major American universities. 

The GECCC group includes math, English, science, sociology,    

psychology, art, and history courses for up to 41 credits. Says Mr. 

Kietzmann, “For students who are undecided about their major, this 

credential enables them to experience a full liberal-arts curriculum  

so that they can see what sparks their personal career interests. And 

because these are all State-recognized general-education courses, 

taking block of courses isn’t a waste of time or money. This keeps 

these students on track for a degree in whichever field of study these 

students ultimately choose.” 

Dean Stacy Ehmen and Counseling Director Stephane Potts        

developed the curriculum that breezed through the ICCCP approval 

process in record time. Says Dean Ehmen, “The ICCCP clearly sees 

the value of a general-education credential, as do community colleg-

es throughout the State.” 

Dean Ehmen thinks that the GECCC would be advantageous even 

for those who know what they want to grow up to be. She says, 

“They’d build a foundation of general-education courses that will 

transfer to a four-year university. And even if they didn’t stay at 

DACC long enough to earn an associate, having this credential 

means that they wouldn’t be leaving their community college empty-

handed.” 

Executive VP Kietzmann also sees the GECCC as an extremely  

desirable option for current high-school students in dual-enrollment 

programs as they would be able to earn credits for both high school 

and college. He says. “Even students who were planning on going 

directly from high school to a university would benefit by completing 

the GECCC courses at DACC. Having all of these college general-

education classes in hand when a student graduates from high 

school would place them in their sophomore year. It’d be a great  

savings for them in both their time and money.” 

 

High School Articulation Day on Feb. 27 united DACC student 
services staff and high-school guidance counselors and     
administrators for discussions on how to work better together 
to serve students.  DACC Registrar Timothy Morgan is leading 
this segment of the day-long workshop. 

Joe Whitaker (fourth from right) built this “observation bee hive” 
from plans given to him by his daughter, DACC Administrative 
Assistant Becky Doss.  Materials for this hive, and three others, 
are funded through an Arconic grant that the DACC Foundation 
was awarded.  Shown here with Mr. Whitaker are Executive Vice 
President Dave Kietzmann, Biology Instructor Dr. Wendy Brown, 
Horticulture Instructor Amanda Krabbe, Dean Terri Cummings, 
Sustainability Instructor George Hickman, and President Nacco.  
Mr. Whitaker worked for two months on weekends to build the 
hive.  His real job is Fountain County, Indiana’s emergency man-
agement director.   

The Vermilion County Retired Teachers Association donated 
$4,000 to the College to pay fees for students taking high-school 
equivalency tests.  Representing the retired teachers are Asso-
ciation Secretary Jennifer Skowronski (second from left) and 
President Linda Culotti (right).  Adult Education Director     
Laura Williams is in the middle.  In the back are President 
Nacco, Executive Vice President Dave Kietzmann, and         
Foundation Executive Director Tonya Hill.   

They Said It 
“Iowa Wesleyan (University) is really pleased to launch this articula-

tion with DACC.  The IWU faculty are constantly working with the 

University administration to find creative ways that we can serve our 

region and by working alongside our community colleges we are  

finding great synergy.  This new articulation agreement will allow  

Iowa Wesleyan to help students who are primarily place bound to 

complete bachelor’s degrees in our highly ranked and rigorous IWU 

online programs without leaving their jobs and moving.” 

Dr. Steve Titus, President, Iowa Wesleyan University, commending 

on DACC’s new 3 + 1 partnership that enables students to earn their 

bachelor’s degree locally and affordably in business administration, 

criminal justice, and human services. 
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DACC’s 26th Straight Winning 
Tournament 

Malcolm Gladwell said that people can master a skill if they    

practice, practice, practice it for at least 10,000 hours. 

Imagine what he’d say about DACC, which has worked for 26 

straight years to master the art of hosting men’s NJCAA division  

II national-basketball tournaments. Gladwell would have to think 

that DACC has become quite an accomplished host of basketball 

tournaments—and he’d be right. 

All the same, this year’s national-championship tournament   

(Mar. 19-23) presented a challenge unlike any in DACC’s history 

as host. After all, this was the first tournament for DACC without 

its venerable leader, tournament Chair Dick Shockey, who passed 

away in November. 

Under new tournament director Brian Hensgen—whose “day job” 

is as executive director for the American Job Center—a group of 

thoroughly committed DACC employees and community mem-

bers rallied together just as they had under Mr. Shockey’s leader-

ship.  

As always, the 350 or so volunteers would include a core group 

who had worked closely with Dick Shockey for several years: 

DACC’s Brad Weaver and Tim Bunton as well as Neuhoff Media 

Executive Vice President Mike Hulvey, Danville Convention & 

Visitors Bureau Executive Director Jeanie Cooke, and former 

Danville Mayor Scott Eisenhauer.  

Maintenance, building services, and security knew the drill for 

running a tournament. So did Carla Boyd and Dawn Nasser in 

overseeing entertainment, Debbie Knight in handling the 

bookkeeping, Nick Catlett and Jeff Primer in organizing the    

game officials, and Susie Landers and Paulina Padjen in        

managing concessions.  

While several other experienced volunteers contributed to the 

success of this year’s tournament, of special note is Carol Neff. 

Her regular job is as DACC’s payroll specialist. A volunteer helper 

since the tournament’s inception in 1994, Ms. Neff was responsi-

ble for compiling basketball statistics for every game. 

Even without DACC in this year’s tournament, the games were 

real crowd-pleasers. Players from all over the country came to 

Danville and brought their “A game” to the Mary Miller Gym. 

Spectators witnessed thrilling basketball right through to the 

championship final on the evening of Sat., Mar. 23. 

For a number of reasons, this year’s tournament will always be 

remembered as a “signature event” for DACC. This was literally 

true on March 19, when the College held a ceremony between 

games to dedicate the DACC basketball court in honor of Dick 

Shockey, with his distinctive signature permanently affixed to the 

floor. 

The College and the NJCAA committee implemented a number of 

other improvements to enhance the DACC experience for players, 

coaches, and visitors. One welcome surprise was the new choice 

of venue for the March 18 players’ and coaches’ dinner. As Ms. 

Cooke says, “We frankly don’t have any Danville facility that’s 

spacious enough to comfortably accommodate all of the players 

and coaches from 16 teams.” So this year’s dinner was held at 

the Beef House in Covington. 

With Administrative VP Mike Cunningham’s help, the College 

gave the Mary Miller an extensive make-over by installing more 

attractive signage and wall décor in the gym and entrance ways. 

The new courtside scorer’s table was a big hit.  

Dick Shockey was ever reminding his crew that “the tournament  

is all about the players.” To enhance the Danville experience for 

visiting players, Mr. Hensgen and his team introduced such new 

activities as feature films at the Bremer Theater and bowling at 

Lincoln Lanes. And Laura Hensgen was responsible for bringing 

video games, ping-pong, and other recreational activities to the 

players’ lounge. 

Volunteerism was alive in the Mary Miller Gym with hundreds of 
DACC employees and community members giving of their time 
and talents to help make this year’s 26th annual DACC-hosted 
tournament the best one ever.  On the right is “team host” 
DACC Board Member Bill Black.   

Applause 
For Bob Mattson, Executive Director 

of Institutional Effectiveness and 

Planning, earning a commendation 

after earning praise from the U.S. 

Department of Education’s National 

Center for Education Statistics for his contributions to the 

2017-18 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study.   

 

For Nick Catlett and Kellie McBride for their dedication to 

veterans.  A veteran student recognized them as “very 

helpful” and “good at helping the vets” in a recent         

Commercial-News insert.   


