
Writing Measureable Objectives 

Measureable objectives provide a clear and concise way of determining student learning.  They should 
list, in terms of what the student will do, the following: 

 Action. 

 What the student is learning. 

 Context. 
 
Examples:   
DACC course:  BMGT244 

Students will apply digital marketing methods to select the best digital & social media tools for 
the target audience to achieve optimum results.   

 
DACC course:  CHEM 101 
Non-measurable goal: 
 The student will know the types of matter. 
 
Measurable goal: 
 The student will categorize the types of matter using proper vocabulary by identifying elements 

as metals, nonmetals or metalloids given a Periodic Table. 
 
From measureable objectives, I can write multiple quiz or test questions.  Based on the objective, I could 
then evaluate whether or not my test question addresses the goals I established for the course. 
 
Test question: 
 Using the Periodic Table provided, locate the following elements on the Periodic Table and state 

whether they are a metal, nonmetal or metalloid:  Ca, Ne, Si. 
 
Verb Usage:  Bloom’s Taxonomy  (From Hahne) 
Bloom’s Taxonomy is a guide in writing goals based on the expected level of skill or ability performed by 
the student.  The levels are as follows: 
 

1. Knowledge—Does the student remember facts, terms or definitions?  This is the “simplest” level 
of learning. 

2. Comprehension—Does the student understand the facts, terms or definitions?  Can the student 
describe or explain material?  Can the student relate words through numbers or vice versa? 

3. Application—Can the student take their knowledge and apply/use it in a new setting or 
situation? 

4. Analysis—Can the student take a larger, more advanced concept or situation and break it into 
understandable parts/definitions based on previous knowledge? 

5. Synthesis—Can the student create a new concept, project or speech using individual parts or 
concepts?   

6. Evaluation—Can the student judge material for its value or content?  This is the “highest” level 
of learning due to the application of knowledge and judging for value. 

All courses cover these levels to some extent.  Higher level courses may utilize Application, Analysis, 
Synthesis and Evaluation more than lower level courses.  However, a well-rounded course covers each 
of these levels. 
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Verbs for writing measureable objectives (From Gronlund): 
 

Level General Goal Specific Goal Verbs 

Knowledge Knows terms 

Knows specific facts 

Knows methods 

Knows basic concepts 

Defines, describes, labels, identifies, 

lists, matches, outlines reproduces, 

selects, states 

Comprehension Comprehends facts and principles 

Interprets charts and graphs 

Estimates future consequences 

Justifies methods and procedures 

Converts, defends, distinguishes, 

estimates, explains, extends, 

generalizes, gives examples, infers, 

paraphrases, predicts, rewrites, 

summarizes 

Application Applies concepts and principles to 

new situations 

Applies laws and theories to 

practical situations 

Solves mathematical problems 

Demonstrates correct usage of a 

method or procedure 

Changes, computes, demonstrates, 

discovers, manipulates modifies, 

operates, predicts, prepares, 

produces, relates, shows, solves, uses 

Analysis Recognizes unstated assumptions 

Recognizes logical fallacies in 

reasoning 

Distinguishes between facts and 

inferences 

Evaluates the relevancy of data 

Breaks down, diagrams, 

differentiates, discriminates, 

distinguishes, identifies, illustrates, 

infers, outlines, points out, relates, 

selects, separates, subdivides 

Synthesis Writes a well-organized theme 

Writes a creative short story 

Proposes a plan for an experiment 

Integrates learning from multiple 

areas to solve a problem 

Categorizes, combines, compiles, 

composes, creates, devises, designs, 

explains, generates, modifies, 

organizes, plans, rearranges, 

reconstructs, relates, summarizes, 

writes, tells, revises 

Evaluation Judges the logical consistency of 

written material 

Judges the value of a work by use 

of internal criteria 

Judges the adequacy with which 

conclusions are supported by data 

Judges the value of a work by use 

of external standards of excellence 

Appraises, compares, concludes, 

contrasts, criticizes describes, 

discriminates, explains, justifies, 

interprets, relates, summarizes, 

supports 

 


