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Assessment Basics 
Assessment can be defined as “…the wide variety of methods or tools that educators use to evaluate, 
measure, and document the academic readiness, learning progress, skill acquisition, or educational 
needs of students.” 
Two types: 

Formative—completed throughout a course to measure progress 
Quiz at the end of class 
Assignment 

Summative—completed at the end of a course, program or benchmark to gauge overall 
understanding 

Standardized test (licensing exam) 
Final project/Paper 
Portfolio 

Steps to creating assessments: 
1. Start by reviewing, clarifying or improving your course and program objectives.  See “Writing 

Measurable Objectives” handout. 
2. Tie your course and program objectives to a General Education Outcome.    

a. GenEd Outcomes are available on the DACC website. 
b. Rubrics for assessment are also available on DACC website. 

3. Plan your assessment activity with your program. 
a. Assessment activities should be general enough that they can be applied to each course 

but specific enough that it is clear how you will conduct the assessment. 
b. Author L. Dee Fink (p.98-99) frames assessment in this way: 

i. “What am I trying to prepare students to do? 
ii. What is it I am trying to determine that students are ready or not ready to do? 

iii. As a result of having studied and learned x, is the student ready to do y?” 
4. Decide an appropriate benchmark. 

a. What percentage of students would you expect to “pass” your assessment? 
b. What level of achievement is expected? 
c. This may be dependent upon outside standards (such as if you are certificate program 

with an outside body that provides standards for students). 
5. Plan a follow-up meeting after collecting the results of your assessments to discuss your 

findings, analyze the data and plan for future changes. 
6. Remember this is a continuous process! 

 
Sample Assessment Activity (Biology): 
Program Outcome:  Students will be able to demonstrate the ability to define and utilize discipline-

related terminology through the identification and utilization of appropriate terminology, as well 
as being able to successfully follow written and/or verbal direction. 

Assessment activity:  To determine if students are capable of communicating with discipline-appropriate 
terminology, each course will select a set of terminology that appropriately aligns with the course 
objective.   These terms will be imbedded within homework assignments and/or exams. 

Benchmark:  Students will receive an 85% or better on their terminology communication assessment. 
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